Participant Information Sheet

Research Project Title: Exploring the Views of People with Sickle Cell Disease in Forming Relationships and Having Children
Hello. My name is Ore-Ofe Oladiran. I am a PhD student of the University of Sheffield. As a requirement for my degree, I need to complete a research project. It is important for you to understand what I aim to accomplish before you decide whether to participate. Please take a moment to read the information carefully and ask if you have any questions.

What is the purpose of the project? 

The aim of this project is to explore the place of Sickle Cell Disease in people’s experiences of forming relationships and ideas about having children. 
Why have I been chosen?
I have invited you to participate because you are between the ages of 25 and 34 and you live in the United Kingdom and have sickle cell disease (genotype SS). 

Do I have to take part?
Taking part in this project is voluntary. If you decide not to participate or withdraw from the project once it has begun, this will not affect you in any way. 

What will happen to me if I take part?
If you do decide to participate, I will give you this information sheet and I will ask you to sign a consent form. Please note that you can still withdraw without providing a reason without it affecting you. 

What do I have to do?
If you wish to be part of the project, I will invite you to take part in an interview. During the course of the interview, I will ask you general questions about your views on sickle cell disease and how living with it affects relationships and ideas about having children. I will arrange the interview at a time and place convenient for you. You can choose.

Will I be recorded, and how will the recorded media be used?
I would like to use a voice recorder during our conversation to get an accurate record of what we talk about. I will ask for your permission for this. I will transcribe these recordings. I might use sections of the transcript in my project, articles and presentations. 
Will my taking part in this project be kept confidential?

If you decide to take part in this project, your identity will be kept confidential and you will not be able to be identified in any reports or publications. In all reports and publications, your name will be changed. I will be the only one to have access to your information. In addition to this, my supervisors will have access to your anonymised responses.
What will happen to the information I provide? 
The information you tell me will be used for a research degree project which will be completed in September 2019. If you wish to view a copy of the published results they will become available at the end of the project through the Western Bank Library University of Sheffield and White Rose Depository. I can make these (or a summarised copy) available to you if you are interested in the results. Furthermore, the data collected may be used in subsequent publications after completing this initial project. 
What are the possible risks of taking part?
It is unlikely that this study will bring you any harm. However, due to the nature of the study some sad memories may surface. In this event, I will suggest that you seek help from a counsellor at the organisation you belong to.  
 What are the possible benefits of taking part? 

Though there are no immediate benefits for people participating in this project, I hope that it will lead to better understanding of experiences faced by young men and women (25-34 years) with sickle cell disease.   

What if something goes wrong?
In the event that you are dissatisfied with the proceedings of the interviews or with how you have been treated, you can contact my supervisors: Dr. Afua Twum-Danso Imoh and Dr. Kate Weiner. Their contact details are provided at the end of the information sheet.  

If you feel that your complaint has not been handled satisfactory, you can contact the University’s Registrar and Secretary.

Who has ethically reviewed the project?
This project has been ethically reviewed via the Department of Sociological Studies’ Ethics Review Panel.

Who is organising and funding the research?
 This is a self- funded project.

If you wish to obtain further information about this project, please feel free to contact me or my supervisors.             

You will be given a copy of this information sheet. 

Please read and sign the consent form signalling your willingness to participate in this project. 

Thank you so much for your time and participation!

Ore-Ofe Oladiran

oooladiran1@sheffield.ac.uk 
07535227637

Supervisors:

Dr. Afua Twum- Danso Imoh: a.twum-danso@sheffield.ac.uk 

Dr. Kate Weiner:  k.weiner@sheffield.ac.uk  

