
UNIVERSAL CREDIT 
& SICKLE CELL ANAEMIA

If you’re an adult and getting either 

Personal Independence Payment (PIP) or 

Disability Living Allowance (DLA), it will 

continue to be paid along with your 

Universal Credit payment. 

You get these benefits if your condition is 

severe enough for you to qualify for them. 

They won’t affect the amount you get in 

Universal Credit. 

However, if you’re claiming DLA or PIP for 

a sick or disabled child, the rate of benefit 

you’re getting can affect your Universal 

Credit payment. 

• Working tax credit. 

• Child tax credit. 

• Housing benefit. 

• Income-related 

employment and support 

allowance (ESA). 

• Income-based 

jobseeker's allowance 

(JSA). 

• Income support. 

HOW DOES UNIVERSAL CREDIT 

AFFECT PIP AND DLA
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WHICH BENEFITS DOES 

IT REPLACE? 



UNIVERSAL CREDIT KEY FACTS

WORK CAPABILITY 

ASSESSMENT

When you make a claim for 

Universal Credit, you may be 

asked to attend a Work 

Capability Assessment. This 

is designed to assess how 

your disability or illness 

affects your ability to work. 

If you’re in an area which offers a full service and 

are entitled to the benefits being replaced, you’ll 

be asked to claim Universal Credit. 

If you’re not in a full service area, you will 

continue to claim existing benefits until you’re 

invited to claim UC. 

If you get help with your rent, this will be 

included in your monthly payment – you’ll then 

pay your landlord directly. 

If you live with someone as a couple and you are 

both entitled to claim UC, you will get one 

monthly joint payment paid into a single bank 

account. 

UC is paid monthly in arrears so it can take up to 

five weeks after you make your claim to get your 

first payment 

. 

There are no limits on how many hours a week 

you can work if you’re claiming UC. 

Instead, the amount you get will gradually 

reduce as you earn more, so you won’t lose all 

your benefits at once. 

You have to make your claim online. 

T :  020  8963  7794 |  E :LINDA .CHIC@SICKLECELLSOCIETY .ORG  |W :WWW .SICKLECELLSOCIETY .ORG

UNIVERSAL CREDIT IF 

YOU HAVE A SICK OR 

DISABLED CHILD

If your child is disabled or has

a long-term health condition,

you may be able to claim the

disabled child element as

part of your monthly

Universal Credit payment. 

The rate of disabled child

element you get will depend

on the rate of DLA or PIP you

are getting for them. 

UNIVERSAL CREDIT IF YOU HAVE A 

SICK OR DISABLED CHILD

If your child is disabled or has a long-term 

health condition, you may be able to claim 

the disabled child element as part of your 

monthly Universal Credit payment. 

The rate of disabled child element you get 

will depend on the rate of DLA or PIP you are 

getting for them. 



UNIVERSAL CREDIT 
 APPEALS
IF YOU THINK A DECISION ABOUT YOUR UNIVERSAL CREDIT 

IS WRONG AND SHOULD BE CHANGED. 
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You can appeal using the templates below. 

Mandatory Reconsideration Letter Template



UNIVERSAL CREDIT 
 APPEALS
IF YOU THINK A DECISION ABOUT YOUR UNIVERSAL CREDIT 

IS WRONG AND SHOULD BE CHANGED. 
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Universal Credit Housing Element Letter Template



UNIVERSAL CREDIT 
 APPEALS
IF YOU THINK A DECISION ABOUT YOUR UNIVERSAL CREDIT 

IS WRONG AND SHOULD BE CHANGED. 
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Limited Capability To Work Activity  Letter Template



UNIVERSAL CREDIT 
 APPEALS
IF YOU THINK A DECISION ABOUT YOUR UNIVERSAL CREDIT 

IS WRONG AND SHOULD BE CHANGED. 
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Limited Capability For Work Complaint Letter Template


