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Sickle cell disease (SCD) is a severe chronic illness, and one 
of the world’s most common genetic conditions, with up 
to 400,000 children born annually with the disorder, mainly 
in sub-Saharan Africa, India, Brazil, and the Middle East. 
Often a condition rendered invisible in policy terms because 
of its problematic association with politically marginalized 
groups, the social study of sickle cell has been neglected. 
This illuminating volume explores the challenges and 
possibilities for developing a social view of sickle cell, and 
for improving the quality of lives of those living with SCD.
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