So the importance and creative expressions for individuals with sickle cell anaemia, and also to educate those of us who do not have the condition, has struck me as soon as I got involved with those affected by the illness. The intensity of how the painful crisis can affect the individual, was really brought home to me by paintings that Laurel, Laurel Brumant did for us in the eighties. And, they were stunning. Laurel had always said, as others have described the pain to me, as someone is sawing into your bone. And you wish actually that they could cut the bone off, where the pain is the excruciating nature of the pain is such. And she depicted that in art form, where you just took one look at these images, and ah, you understood that message. So I think art can just slice through our ability to appreciate the emotions that an individual experiences with sickle cell disease
